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A SIMPLE PLAN
Martin Breutigam has a clear repertoire suggestion

King’s Gambit C34: 1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3. f3 e7

3...g5 is the main move in the King’s Gambit, 
but a lot of variations have to be learned. But the 
opening is not played o!en and it takes a lot of 
work to include it in a repertoire, and so even 
for professionals it is not very cost-e"ective. #e 
graphic shows that a!er 3. f3 the move which 
is eighth in terms of frequency 3... e7 is pretty 
much the centre of attention for the moment 
and in addition has the best statistics. Also it has 
Etienne Bacrot as a leading exponent.

According to Martin Breutigam, the knight 
move pursues two goals: it prepares ...d5 and 
possibly protects the §f4 – from g6 or possibly 
d5. White has two main moves.

A) 4.d4 is of course met with 4...d5; then a typ-
ical continuation is 5. c3 dxe4 6. xe4 d5!. 
If White manages to win the f4-pawn, it usu-
ally costs him the bishop pair. Black gets a very 
pleasant and free game where White is $ghting 
for equality.

B) 4.¥c4 d5 5.exd5 xd5 leads to a line of the 
Modern Variation (3...d5 4.exd5 f6 5.¥c4 

xd5). It was seen in a game involving Mag-
nus Carlsen (against Wang Yue, Medias 2010). 
However, a!er 6.0-0 Breutigam has a better 
move than the Chinese grandmaster: 6...¥e6! 
(instead of 6...¥e7, which Carlsen met with 
7.¥xd5!).

If White again replies 7.¥xd5, Black neverthe-
less captures with the queen and follows up 
with ... c6 and long castling.

But a!er 7.¥b3 c5! too, White is already having 
to $ght for equality as in the game Nakamura-
Adams, London 2011.

Conclusion: Black’s setup is amazingly simple. 
Instead of “compromising his game” (Breuti-
gam) with ...g5 in order to hang on to the pawn, 
Black exchanges it for positional advantages.

Etienne Bacrot: leading exponent of 3...Ne7
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